



II SpawFp! 

h 








Compiled by: 

Dr. DurresHahwar Sayed 


Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai Chair, 
University of Karachi. 




’»n?| >S 


/Stf/t tJyW** 





m 
































































jJU 


^jb LwO 


Shah Jo Risalo 


• • 




Xsj? , Jbu lljux ^Li 

•• v •• «• « r 










W>>! 



?J§ 


/>TA\Y V// „ ViV, V//* 




Scanned by CamScanner 































w • •• 


m 




,o^L^r 


o>^. 


li= <\ • 


•-aJaJJljUC' 


^s^jyyy. 


j cjJ lj 


^s-^jyyy. 


c <uj 1 


Jv_->b_£^ 

S ^?W 


^jj 400 /- : 

• • v • 


- v :: 


sj JLLoU 


so_^I J 


iw. 5 ? 


ivs 5 : 


§3 




All the rights are reserved 
"Shah Jo Risalo " 
First Printed in July 1996 
Published by: 

Shah Abdul Latif Chair, 
University of Karachi. 
Karachi. 


SSSfi 




Scanned by CamScanner 














Scanned 




















I 




^ c* 5 ^ vJa U li^fr r^Li 

— J 1 — jW A ^tf>- 1^' 't^ 1 ' 0^» 

^ lT^* o**^= Ia| CjaL« ^ f^l ,jJ-» ^xfj* >*■ <^-* ji. 

'•^ o'j 3 /, 4 t LS* g+»l 6j^= ^ &*•* Lt-^' 

‘^•■J -H-'^ V^ -^JJ lt* c*- 3 ^ O^jJ- j~*r. A Lf^ 3 ' -Lf^J lt r^ 9 

LX-, ^ J-5 ^ ^ J^- V^C- >0 r- 3 u^— O*-^ 

f llc^ 1 ./, ^- ^-— cf** LJtH 3 -* 1 ^ <y t -^ S -^ l-H-fe r*^*- J* LfZjj 

*lAj <S*S t/^JJ IS* O.* 3 

V^ 9 j.*** ^ Jjjl ^ tpL, ^ ^UjJ. 'JLLUlj^f. ,j»Li 

j> ^ j-^r H cW ^ ^ .^i j-*j £.Li 

•>* -y^' Lf^ J—A- o' t*J V^ -O^J W^» ^ 

i£J^ o^> J *j ^ 0-0^ ojjt-j 3 * 1 iJsj 0^jJ- 

•^'jijj/jj^u 9 ^^^. 0^ Olios' 

(J 3 ? ^g klllA-* ^ tf*' ^'j-^l lT**^, V^=> *>* 

* tr-J U -j^j 1 'g 3 *- L r*i £fil»{ *=-*j ^tA ^». ,**_£, ^ 
if-*- A J-L- ^ ^ ^ JS*J J ^Li U£=u ^ gjj _^Jl 

^ i>bjH ^ , V L -J ^ r*U jj\j ^SljM 4 ^ 

** >*^-h a *tr*j u oU*I* >iJ! .^i L.J 

** ^ ^ *** ^ 'LT^^ 3 0^= LT 3 ^.^ 

.jir ^Jl .,y : l c*4 Jj. ^ v a| ^ ji, if jL, j^Sa ^Li 

^ ^ ^-H A X ^U , jAj | 

^ lTJ^ W tr-J 1 * ^ y*. ,aU ^ 

.jj-Al l^lj^l 6 L, Ja ,4J ^L.1 Ct4 i^ ,^| 

^ J~~ J J 3 ^ 3 r^Li c-u eiJJJlXfX ^Li ^jjjijl 

.^1 jij yL -^-H V 1L ^ -r-^ ^jL 0J> 
U. ab-,1 A ^Ji. ^jj^l jL- Y A ^Uo j - _* jj; 




ajft: 



/: wv y//; V/a-vsy -v/^ ; \\>. v/a:a\v . v// *,* 


Scanned by CamScanner 


fteTSfe • Y'£^X~ Y-^Yz/i ~^C tftt «• y/^T^ % \ ■Vy V' *ft ’ <k\V; Y//* "a\V : V//: a>y :^t »/; vv :^5r: wv; y/ttxh 


























f ^ d^~ *r°' <sy.j&\ •<>*' by ^y J** >*^l o*>\y 

A y* iS*J ’Lr 1 * J**J y& o'- ^ >-4^ r^>-i iSj£=> o*^ 

a CjxJh t^ ,-ftLi j^i— tiJu jj^» j> y y*: r*^ 

s\y^\ J 1 '-*- c/^^* - ' yyy jj'j *j 3 j' -a-*' y*jy, y kn 

by *a u'-^ y by -1 jty -g*' y v-o-U ^L. Icl v-oal 

o'— ojL>.| jx-. .,>31 L^> U>.jj ^»L^> ^ tjjjl ,^aI by*j y.y J-*'* 

^ *-i j 3 j' >*' -0.*- 4 ' c*j' ^ ^ 0 4 y i/ o 4 o'—' 

^r- 0+ 3 ' -ff _A?- o'—' -Lf*' O^A y*~ <ly^ 

^jW' y ty'y. ^yy ^yy. o^ o.*? 4 ' W o-^-r - * 

«i>l jjj ■ » ^ I ^ v'—^ 

j 5 j' '<syJ^\ -J-d oiyf y o*y l? 4 ' J ^ 3 o^- c * s **'* jo*V 
iy~jyy. , r j “^» J'r*' a^ y^* sky ^sy*^ 3 a cy^.j * 

L^jIj^j Lk ,j —jjj Jk“by^y * k r* > ’' - * A '-“— 0^—' y^ 3 t£j'j o - iy 

•^jj ^?-4 a a y o 4 cky ^ cny by*' 

•y^-C- ^jLT i lS 4*\ • t J^=> C-OJ.-4 A J ) y-L~L- ^ j^ 5 °J ’ " ^ 

oj'j ^ o^ f J <tr te a 'j') jkJjk 

.^1 C-X*+ A jl^s 1 

^ bb^k j^y^ 3 O 51 -^ 1 fef^ ° L ‘ I ^ sk ^ 

^ ^u ” CJ 1 ^>i ^ 0^> yy ^ u)l -^ ^ u ^ ^ XJ - 1 ^ 

^ jjt-'bL* ^=lJ ^ ^ ^ —L- o' y^ 3 S*^ A j 

• J JlIAj jUaXJl 


p o .. ‘ ^ ^ 0 3 1 r 1 ' J 1 —** 

(^Li) .J13 jLj J 13 - 


■ •■ •'!—J .'"I .< -i 9-^1 Ji-^ 

jL^J^ *Or^U ^ 3—^T* 


v 1 *-^ 


A»—j I.H— J*jr ^' ? 


m 


ivt 



Scanned by CamScanner 


i?£Ti\y : lit i^W:: y^: y/^\t: y/^: wv: V/^:a\y : :^v: : y^*:i\ 




























** lHLA* £> A A C^y> y^ AA) 

jW ex' •>. A*a (-V- A ““A Alj er*^-* 4 

i J L ^jy^y^. ^*r \j£=> rJ ^>r O^x 4 ) bb A 'A-* 

£>*!fc Cc^ j>y^> ^ t^jlj-i -li»l*- b (jyZ* <>» Al J^*- 

eX^ bb A ^ £>b ^Lc. ji^J -ob^ J>3 ^ 

0^ ChA=» o4->I Aj :AA «^aj a— A (Jjrly^^ 
•'aa b'^1 ^ i>4f4^. r4>^ ^A 3 Abx*-* A &?* ^r 3 

e b l- f r ^ ’ *■■“ l —V.W-* <_iLl^ L>- ,jLs jU. y*^~> U 

lAH J> ^A>o ^ Z<^$L- ;A> i)^-rJ“^ JA* lT^^ 4 

lA*^ ^ -^Aj jb" t£jb a^ frAjj -obA 3 

-ex’ e/AA cA^ ex*^ v^ 3 ^ bb •cr^— A 5 J A*" 3 
rA^-i ^Uj-U jJ-5^ *>-A . JJ jU^J ,_j j^ljj-4 bC (^^JLO 

Cj^yj »^4-bit-* j*.:^ i^T ^bA“ J-** b iS'^ys** 

^jU Ui ^ ^ ^>1 jL- jjj^J A ^ 

^ cr 3 ^ e^ «^Lh' V^ 9 er-jb A o'-* _*>A u>* -_m^ 

Jb*- UiO eJjL ^li .j£a ^xL. jb^^Li ^1 ^j| ^I>. lu 

AA ^•'-i v ^ ^ a ^rr A y?. A A. Up Ij^j 
^ £>A £> A ii* ex’' v^ -^A ,j ,J Oj^U 

J.?A AAA eA*A Jb*j-+* •t^'At^ f-» c.jU.1 

jb<-^ J eX® ^ ^b 'eX^ ex’ r-*^ 9 C-Jjj .^u^IJlL^ 

Oj^b U*b-I f ^.Ijl ^iv 

jbn e^- 1 i e s r*Ab 0^ e/b^- 4 rA^Ji Co jLw/ jjj j^ 

A jb» i-i r-* t, ‘ - 1 " eX^ eX 3 ^^ 4 

M *e^' y^= r**y a ^j ^ j y!l\ jL ” 

e^^ J~ e/ obj*?. W ^Aj ^ ^Li v_o.U» J>y> Ua 

.U, 

^ ^ J '^Ah ^ S^y^s e^jAl ykl* 

ex^ '-A- ) > } ^ ejA ^ ' ^. -i ^ A ^t-^ 3 (AA eX^J <l)b^l 

^! ^ i>Ar jA obj^| A ^ ^Li h ^A j-4 



Scanned by C; 























v. a L ‘ ^ j -L» ^JaI r 

f LS-^ *'j A &* LS^ o' Oj^^-* ( 
•lT*' J-^ ^ 0*U“*> ^ ^ 

Cr^ lHL*P ^ J-^ ^ iSj\ 

i>p' tSj^ 9 &*??** jo* ^ b 

•• TT Tt 


r^-—*' r « — -0^^ £»'- i 

• crir^ cr* £.'- i ^ 0«^ 

/ tr>- ifji: 

j| j~j, JiiU- ^A ^aJitfc* 

^~» f <j* ct^j 5 

xS* .. . - •“ . *• . 


WV i^> -/ • > V.> • •••/»' ^ ^ • s ^ 

^ ijH^-* b~»-* ( j^ d v ! jr! er^— c^-^* ^ J4^ o'—' 

.1Jl^= jL, rAlCi ^>- j -xi" ,j-UAjj J J^l , j^j' 

►»■>» A 0^>| ^*±*3 <~* <J* ^' H l ^- 5 '— 1 ' 

r*- 3j^*r jfr! t j ^0^' jJ iO 3 ^ J-*'- 2 


iO* r+*j> W Oj— M ^ is*r r^Li 

A 0 ^M\ Cr- 3 ? j"—J Lf^ *LS^ tr^ 3 Cl '- c jj- i ur^ O^j^f? 

•• •» •• . *• •• * 

0^ i L ^M *&'•*** M3 m^ 3 vr-Lr* o^- J ^ aJLt ^ 


*• •• •• * »• •• * 

0^ *^M, H V J J-* 0^- ■*-" Lf^' 

•i>^— o'— A^M H °'j" jW o' 

ilj—ol_T tj-ty *» (jO-r; ■■*-« <_$-*■ o' * — 1 ^ W- cr^— 

•lt^J lt* f ^ ^ OO*'^ 0^ O' f o'— 

j-ji ^ ij^jl -^ a - ft r* i£J3j~° j- 4 ' er^- 1 ' 

>*■ r^'-i (ij^=» £^ o y. (ijrJj^- 3 ' -tr^j 

r; Mr O'- «» ^ Vj^* 

^a\ jj'j yl ^\ j'a 4 J^ 0^ c^- 3 ' -tW M3 M* 

O-^ 3 tj'j^ f lt^ 3 >* jlo—Jliil a o'jj' (/—rJ 

i3j—— 4 —•^ ft c^O^' 't^ 1 ^ 0^-*“ 

.jJuj_j J cJjU: yr ^>- r*^ a V>* ^j>>‘ 

.^joj| jo..^>j ^ ^jjo-ajj b—/ ,j" «o--»l 

Oj—^ ^ J^' LS^ ^ L^' 0*J*- J Oj-^jH &* ^M*3 

|ju_ii ^ ^jbl tfjr^ 3 r* o 9 ^ 0 M3 is^3 

^ ** ** ** ‘ ^ „• | If 

•tO^rJ OJ^ l^' S« iM-r. Lfi 

•^s—J' j4—'■? 

^^SUjwJ^UJIj^^U 



■we^s®:-; 


>;w Yitax “in X'i i'X 7K xv' 


Scanned by CamScanner 



























Scanned by CamScanner 


% TwV.Vff '-vk • 7/£- 7/^* y/fX\ vTV//Ts7s 


































Scanned by CamScanner 





















































Section one 
Jjl 



Scanned by CamScanner 


































Scanned by CamScanner 


( tc \ \\t u w7\\Y o V// : Y/r* Y/t JYY ^Y/^VkY.Y/^vVY 





















<?> r J * 1 • & o* 

fj J1> fi . fi. C/yi (£• *& 

/; W , J;ly . '•;»> . y»'j < &i 

t'U‘ 6 'T" f c hf~> 

L jf « fC/ •* w 


Foremost, omniscient and supreme is world’s Lord, 

Of His own might in existence since ocean old. 

Mighty creator, merciful, sustainer, one and only, 

His praises sing, He planned and perfected the universe. 

J 1 ^ * Jjl Jji 

Jjl jm-IS jfcSls L*u , JfLLi 
^4 3 cf^3 3 

j* C>^ " u “*‘ 3 3 
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c/t; * <Li » dA IT ^ ^ >i 

4^ a £ IT c/ f * * t^’t 

Those who in Lord’s peerless Oneness believe. 

Accept Muhammad’s (PBUH) guidance, with heart and speech. 
Their is abode of bliss, for they abide God’s decree 
Never misled are they to paths that dubious be. 
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Never misled are the firm and pure in heart, 

The knowing ones become one with the only Lord, 

For peerless in origin they are. 

^—*b k * J t '“*L> jb -i 

^LLb |» aj , \j ^ v. 

uClL j *-w jl 

^Lbb jjijj ^jj , yL-jI Jui Ijlv 


>/ IJ/' \S 4 (Jy* yjy f (jl wy 

C^-Of J vJ-f i 

tfi- (Jy* jij y 4 yr^* (_/i 

All light, Master made them unique of old, 

Nor fear nor sorrow such ones can hold, 

For He made them fortunate, in their origin bold. 

J—j , jjLbb Jbi^ 

xL.**S W U j* , ^ a jL p <—»^*V 
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4=- / UrV 4 .»U ^ 6 U l 

Seekers severed keep repeating, 

There be no other God save Him, 

Their souls united in spiritual traits. 

With care they tread the sacred ways, 

To seek eternal abode with knowledge rare, 

No rest they know nor idle sit. 

Their being in non-existence reversed. 

UJ! Vl , c ,l^3 ‘*x>-3 ^ Li 

jCjL» LI I j d^ajj-L , -t I j v~-q. a>- 





_ — 
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y*i* ^ O' « . *J wJT/'' ll 

^ cA ‘ it - / y \S 

!/ -4 (j/ 4 yl-^J (/ 

'There be no God but He, unique is He, 

Your deaf cars this must clearly hear, 

Conscience’s voice loudly proclaims. 

When witnesses confront, bitter tears will be your share. 

oLil 0 4 £ cJ 

r X D t-Xjj—*V j*-* *• J->*3 ^Ijup 
a Lb ^1 j-5Ll jyZ* cjL-fc 0* 

jJl y~i -J (J>j“ v —, j3-T jjLT _>y5" y~* 





•wv; y/a ; v// ; v/a. vy <• y/a; \\Y; y//. wy; y/a ; v/a : w.»/ „ a v*. v/a :*w: %v a - an 


Scanned by CamSec 



















r777w 












'•Mi 

^ Os' 6s 6 t 
>k V* £ uT^ )? c- f / 

These words repeat and repeat, 

He be one, no kith, no kin has He, 

You win or lose in world’s battle field. 

Heavenly cup filled to the brim. 

He himself will reward you there with. 

^ <■£i'*^>3 £jj -i 

C—Cl jl ^^4 

sS l 


iyi-V 


^-" / br ^ wC/’l) 5>rj 

~ (/ Os' . £ U/ <£. 

He be one, no kith no kin has He, 

This faith’s sound test be, 

Repenting losers arc followers of duality. 

'J wC^lV ^ ‘.-o* 3 , uA>j ^Ix 

. jyLoL ^ ^1 ijjl ji S jJk |j 

3 xx ^L* jbC, ^ 
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Neither my body nor head I find, 

Hands wrists, fingers severed since some time. 

In oneness’ union seifs possession disappeared. 

'..er* 5 -*-?* J- 3 

« b 3j4 3 vI^-4^ ( J £i 

CJ^Li yji 0^?“ «'>*£ CjX^y ^ 


w J*S 


CsM, ^ ^ o/ ^ * <£- o/ (jr <=_ 

^ ^ ^ ^ i u> ^ tjr 37 ; & 

*r V*. £'> ‘ S (i r /i 

Unity to diversity led, diversity, Unity’s outcome, 

Truth is one, be not forgetful of this, 

I swear, existence tumulous glamour His reflection is. 

j\ Cjj£ jy*J, , CjjS j] uJL>j |Jo ^ 

ff A* Jy j* *i- . ^ ^ 

dJ J 1 ^ ^ ^ l* ^ 

(S jSl ^ J" ^ ij ^ ^ 
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l*U <L f* *=, A » Jb OU If A 

Glorious be He essence of beauty He, 

Himself image of Beloved, Himself perfect being. 
Himself the Divine, the disciple and the idea indeed, 
Solution of this secret only our inner being can find. 


^ ti^P* e/ * iJ " 9 '-fjji yjt e*^ * y^ 

Jj ^jl fJuS ^j —*“ u l , Jjb ly*- -i ^jy- 0 -*>*• 
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Himself perceives and loves His own self, 

Himself is desirous of the perfect creation He creates. 
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wtf IT cV V/ « V / <=- 


Echo and sound are one and ihe same, 

Language’s twist and turn understand, 

Both were one, hearing has much difference made. 
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( IJ 333 ^ Jii ‘ ^ yj z 5 wrt 
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One Palace, doors in lacs, windows inumerable, 
I look from one or all, behold! the Lord is there! 
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j\j.> Jji Jt -' i urV ^y» t£ <=- 6 

£*jy* O 3 ^ 3 ^ ‘ y, /I V iy 

Thy counlless manifestations, nay inumcrable ones, 
Same spirit resides in all, manifestations change, 
Beloved, which of your signs to describe, how to relate? 

Li>| J> 3 .sl->-e:V y 

fi >V • J- 5 L>* 

-j ^ t - 1 C/ 4 (J^S* 
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Eich one adores ihc loved one, 
t o express such love these eyes are accustomed. 
What I hide in my mind, 

Beloved always manages to find. 

LatiPs melodious song will always be heard. 
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My sickness distressed my Lord, 

On gallow’s board true health I got. 

Oj—si xl ^ JL^IjL jl jL + .* 

/ # ,> * 

✓ 

O'* 1 ^*—’ 0 -e X ^jl 


<LU* j"jy y yyl ! t (1 <£+'* 

L& yjl jylj > J> c_. 

*r ^ tj y oy t 


y yjl 


Blind and inefficient physician, 
why burn my skin? 

We arc in plight of distress, ?. 

You prescribe medicines! 

Gallows for such is comforts’ seat, 
In death alone is Lord revealed. 
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c- 03 <k> if . />/• if i_/» 

Gallows is lovers’ adornment ever, 

To bend, to return, to them is shame, 

In full public view they stand to fulfil, 

Their initial vow of being cut to pieces. 

< 3 — P * 3 ^ 

Xjb jk> «jlL , xoT jL j jlJLT 

v^.1 J^I s , ^ ^ ^ 

b « ^LsL^^c oLi . -.i /» 




Ji S* O 3 ^ UC* U 1 & Oi ~ Jr 
*r C cJ'' <=- V 7 ‘ {M £ll <=- w* 

m • 

Why jubilant Lord’s lovers are on gallows? 

Gallows is comfort’s couch, since their eyes did Him behold. 


-•I—• -> *^Ul ^LLp 

^}yi j 1 ^ ./ J|^ 

-- jb , vJLsj uAijj -» L» j*JL>- ^_>. 

j cr* bf Jbi 









Scanned by CamScanner 

















<Jj J— ur 1 






>jW <* 




► iJrlj <v » J^tH? OH 

• • " ^ •• 


.«l-7w »L-* iH 



0 u^ irt 











A r- j:. <yr J J 

jb <—'/ t v/ 

i t 

tM c- uiz \zs.s « ji \j\ ^ y k 

Though hundred times gallows be your lot, 

Give not up the path of love for the Lord, 

Love’s secret from its origin is to be sought. 
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First with knife let your head be severed, 

Like an organ let your body viberale with love’s secret sadness, 
Since you seek Lord’s love, on iron bars roast your flesh. 
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No blame on knife, its handle in cutter’s hand. 

Iron itself trembles at Beloved’s ways. 

Lovers always arc engrossed in His thoughts. 
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Let the knife be blunt not sharp, 

May Beloved’s hands on me then longer lasb 
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Heads of ihose in front on cutting block. 

Arc thronged by others to join this lot. 

To be accepted have your head severed, 

Nothing less than that can acceptance find, 

See you not on the ground severed heads lie? 

Within the wine shop slaughter of heads is brisk. 
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If you desire eternal drink, seek tavern’s street. 

Place your severed head next to wine’s barrel, 
Bridegroom! drink a draught of that which senses dulls, 
Cheaper in exchange of head this bargain find. 
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Eternal drink if you desire, seek tavern’s street. 

Where cry for such drink is always heard, 

Cheaper head’s bargain find, when this mystery is unfurled. 

j-lL y \j jL-i Uol S 

cx —*** ^ jl *—c>>^ f 

J-iL y S x *f* J~> j Ijf 

on 

lj*j> ± <L Jr* ! (>fU ^ Jp’l 
oA ! rt . lr <L £ IT £,f y / 

✓ ^ uy'j * / • ^ a 1 *r- «- 

Divine drink money cannot get, 

Its price is severence of your head, 

Tavern is their abode who near wine jars die. 
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Lovers of Lord, are accustomed to poisonous draught, 

Poison’s sight to them is great joy. 

Engrossed in love’s thoughts, steeped in separation’s sores. 

Their festering wounds in public they expose not, nor utter a sigh. 
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Desire not Divinewine, if bitter poisonous drink you shun, 
Whose draught drains spirit out of veins. 

On tavern’s door display, your severed head, 

Before a draught of Divine wine you can taste. 
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Vain desire! Why crave for wine Divine? 

They turn back seeing wine distiller’s blade, 

Only they can this draught drink, 

Who from offering heads in this bargain do not shrink. 
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Head severed, body is pieces, limbs in qualdron, 

Let such seek the eternal draught, 

Who in their hands hold their heads high. 
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Preserving heads from beginning is not lovers task, 

Divine friends’ company hold belter than hundred heads held high, 
A sip from its cup is belter than those bones and skin dry. 
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In head’s exchange Divine Love’s union all would claim. 
Lovers would throng for such rare bargain, 

With what other commodity can you Divine Love exchange? 
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Where drop of wine Divine is beyond all price. 
There longing calls only for sacrifice. 

Ours lo worship, Beloved’s to graces shower. 
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Drinking love’s wine, I learnt of Beloved’s reality, 
Sipping love’s cup, I comprehended its beauty. 
Life on this earth is just for days few, 

All that I perceive is You, only You. 
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Having awakened me and putting me in love s pain, 
The Divine Beloved has now disappeared, 

Physician’s talk since then, I cannot bear. 

vi 1 J 

jy*\ Gl> >-1 , ...^O jl 

'^-‘3* ^ Vr^ ^* 2 —* 


tSft 3 


apt 


i«E 


j? /; 4 X If yji 

^ J/ 4 i-l ^ yJiJ iJi 

(jlj) if 3J) (ji 9J 4 •— Cf. U* oD 


Strange affliction under Divine guidance he has got, 
Physician’s treatment not a bit of change has brought, 
ror God alone is his care laker and cure, He directs his path. 
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Soothing ba!m for health is love Divine, 

Pain He gives none to such a kind. 

In society amicable without a fault, 

In lone presence wrathful Lord. 

Daggers’ blows He gives to him. 

Who seeks his friendship, 

And purges the very veins, then overlooks his faults. 
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Veins became musical organ, producing music ever. 
Silently suffer pain, for from Beloved comes no answer. 
He who has me baked, is my love stead-fast. 

He gives severe pain, He alone is soul’s solace. 
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He alone blocks the way, He alone directs, 

He elevates whom He pleases, He degrades whom he wishes. 
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Why long for Divine Love’s salutation? 

Why not go and make obeisance? 

Other doors arc forbidden lo those who seek this one. 
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Divine Love’s saying are not bitter but sweet, 
Even His silence radiates peace 
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What comes from Divine Beloved is all sweet 
There is nothing bitter if wisely perceived. 
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He whose rcmembcrance you crave, longs for you too 
"Recollect me that I may remember you." 

Try to understand the deep truth of it, 

Sweetness on tongue, knife in hand, is for you, His concern. 
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Smiling the Divine Beloved from me once asked, 

"Am I not your Lord"? 

Since then love’s pains’ thorn from me never departs. 
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Wilh smile on lips, lovers ask where lies Beloved’s hand? 
From love's spear, they shift themselves not. 

Wilh heads raised high before death they march 
Sacrifice for them is love, death is union with God. 
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Divine Beloved’s call is for lovers non-existence 
Their non-being is Beloved’s union, 

Hence shift not yourself from love’s spear. 
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To drive away lover, is to have him nearby, 

What contradiction appears, is love’s reply, 

Lose not hope, to connect or break, is His task. 
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He kills, when cares, He cares when He kills fast. 

Mother! suffering comes from Him and He is soul’s solace. 
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Killing equates with care, such always is Beloved’s path. 
The Surgeon who incised your wound, 

Is the same who is your soul’s solace. 
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Physician of my body’s ailment will He be, 
Beloved will shower His graces on me, 
Gracious one Himself enquired after me. 
My body’s ailment He removed, 

For, Lalif says, expert physician is He. 
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You are ihc Beloved, you are the physician. 

You alone are pain’s medicine, 

Within me are aches of inumerable kinds. 

Lord! heal Thou my afflicted mind. 
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You are the Beloved, you arc the physician, 

For all ailments, you are the medicine 
You give, you cure, Oh! gracious One, 

Treatment only then affects when you order it. 
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Strike Beloved, raise your hand, take arrow’s aim, 

My place be your lap on this pretex, 

Let this be a means for me to join You. 
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Where You aim your love’s dart, 

There physicians forget practising their art. 
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Divine Love, if you kindly wound on me inflict, 
Physicians I will not seek, 

But live with those whom You. so afflict. 
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Afflicted with arrow’s lead point they rumble, 

In love’s pain, covered with blood, they smart, 
Themselves their wounds they treat and bind. 
And spend a night with the suffering lot. 


.oil* j* ^1 j y w S ^VL .5 yj 

t ^ y vT«w*i { j£***a 0-^4 ^iju« 

4 >*-4 -T 0 - 1 -*- o' u* ■* 

~~ — tyJtfv. J* 


















Scanned by CamScanner 
















m 




m 


J\f 4.\ 4 jfi t oi; / cf y % 

Jcj J (j if c- J*, <=- oS' J cf 

f V—wC l (J J UH ^ 3 

Spend a night with those afflicted, 

In secret they bind their wounds, having reflected. 
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Even today arc heard wounded ones groans, 
They treat and with plaster bind their sores. 
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Those in good health, know not life of afflicted ones, 
On floor they lie and turn for help to none. 

In secret for Divine Love’s union they pine, 
Shedding tears in its memory, their night i$ passed. 
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The healthy ones know not the plight of those afflicted, 
On ground they lie in great distress. 

Seized with perpetual longing, Latif says, 

In tears their whole night they pass. 
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Mother, I believe not in their ostentatious tears. 

Their eyes are Tilled with tears for public gaze, 

Those whose love is true, neither weep nor speak of it. 
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Confused physicians depart, love’s pain is in my heart. 
Rise physicians, do not tarry, be quick to depart. 

He who gives pain and takes it away, is here, 

He who revives my sick heart is near. 


« 


>L>- jl 


iljul vL*JD.> 


•J - 5 ,*J* 

* ur* «*■** 

tfb vi—j 


* / 

/• 

1' 

"-p 

oh S Juf 


✓ 

fk 

% 


•M 4- *M* j f 



m 


aC-aj' 


^ jk* 


J* 

















Scanned by CamScanner 



































(I) 


f l/ « *r * ^ 

f * jsi (V w ^ * M 

ji V *- *5 * v y- 

Physicians you cannot treat my ailment, 

Collect your medicines, bury them under the earth, 
I desire not life without union with Divine love. 
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With true physicians they bandied words obeying them not, 
Their efforts bear no fruit, for their advice is followed not. 
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Physicians give to the sick much attention, 

Their treatment is of no avail without prevention. 


cAfr^jU. -* *L> V^ 9 

a L>- ^ u l x^-j- jl b 

j* !jL>ul jL»-j j» jj-X-* la—> jl JklL* 

■ 5 ' 5 -^ C^>*^ «£-*“ >?“ ^ CL—J JUm 


; M\ 


4W' 


mm 


</i L a 1 ~ /.* S 9j\* ut </■>> i/t 
u? i c. o?, j/iy 

I shunned them when physicians were my neighbours. 
For I had in my eyes cataracts rare. 
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Fool! by physicians’ guidance you did not abide. 

You harmed yourself, health you had found otherwise. 
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If you seek Divine Love’s union, learn from thieves, 

Who, whole night rejoice and vigil keep, 

And utter not a word when exposed, 

Bound together and tortured, tongue-tied they remain, 

Though big blades wounds inflict, to disclose secrets, they refrain. 
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Physician drove afflicted ones from their doors, 
Wounds fester, nor do they form scabs, 

Divine Love’s sight can heal and cure. 

Physicians unaccomplished return, Divine Love come, 
That health to me be restored. 
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He who inflicted bruises alone is my physican, 

In haste were bandaged my wounds, 

Oh! my mind, keep His company, lest you guidance lose. 
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Physicians give me no pills, lest I get well. 

Remaining ill, some day Beloved may enquire my health. 
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You were with physicians, how did you sickness contract? 
In exchange of your head, why did you not medicine get? 
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Inexperienced physicians inflicted on me many cuts, 

My weak limbs they cauterized, causing me much hurt. 
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The sick paid no heed to physician’s instructions, 

How could medicine bring them restoration? 
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Physician’s pills and medicines were of no avail, 

Beloved my pulse will check and mercy’s medicine make, 
Such care on Beloved’s part will make suffering depart. 
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Today the suffering ones called health in unison, 
Disease disappeared when loved one’s face was seen. 
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Beloved! come and heal your love-lorn one, 
Blame me not if I die in your longing, 

Be my cure, come with handful of medicines. 
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Alas! Alas! longing laments’ seat is my heart, 

Liver and kidneys in this fire roasted I find, 

Come and see the flames over me, if you have a mind. 
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May I roast on desert trees’ coals! 

Liver and kidneys all in skewers, 

Beyond physician’s cure, ready for Beloved to health ensure. 
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Divine love aimed arrow again, 

Whistling and wheezing to me it came, 

Passing through liver and kidneys far it went, 
Though hard I pull, the struck dart, I cannot extract. 
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Ask moths the process of burning, 

Who throw themselves in fire raging, 

Their hearts being pierced with arrows that come whistling. 
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Come and put off passions’ fire, if you are a moth, 

Fire has burnt many, you burn the fire’s wrath, 

Guard the secret, like an adept put the fire off. 
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If you are a moth, turn not away from fire’s wrath, 
Enter into Beloved’s effulgence, be the one elect, 
You being immature know not furnace’s depth. 
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Moths united, gathered over the blazing fire, 

Heat unnerved them not for truth’s sake they scorched. 
Many necks were lost, consumed in fire’s wrath. 
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Like a furnace if your body burns, sprinkle patience over it. 
In discipline’s fire, scorch your limbs, 

Cover with confidence, your stages spiritual, 

Disclose not your restlessness, Latif says, 

Lest it may to union hindcrence bring. 
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Only yesterday Beloved from furnace did me extract, 

To the path of oneness in haste, I am dragged, 

Blaze above lover’s head, never is swept. 
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Those who melted ore and made it steel, 

Their worth blacksmith alone can feel. 
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Today too blacksmith’s hammer strokes are heard. 
Love’s fire heaped with coals is in a blaze, 

Apprentice! Keep close to fire lest into bits ore breaks. 
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Apprentice! you use not the beater, nor come close to fire, 
The flames of love you do not bear, 

Standing there, being blacksmith you proclaim. 
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Lcl your head be an anvil, then ask for smith’s abode, 

So you be ehanged to steel after many a stroke. 
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Bear like anvil, stroke after stroke, 

In Love’s ecstasy annihilate yourself with hammer’s blows 

j^,L £K er~^ ^ L 

jl Ji dL«^y* ^1 S c*»jl a b 

^La i •ffs£ jjJL> 

..-..-d j~> jLCo jS'i Jjb ^ j^oIa £ 






iSsM® 

am 


ir** pppp 




sisssissi 


Scanned by CamScanner 















Scanned by CamScanner 











m 


tyU* ft J < ijC* 3 

L a/ / /if . u? i-i/ 

*• m 

Today smiths expert in whetstone have come, 

Whetting swords of steel, will sharpen some. 
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Today the well informed smiths are here, 

Rust will they remove, steel will brighter then appear. 
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Revive my heart, revive my heart, depress it not, 

Loved one’s thoughts, save Him nothing is sought, 

From grace’s oceans depth, love offered me a large drink, 
With one gesture remove my ailment. 

Bless this unworthy me with your grace, 

With your pure glances, look at my face, 

Like \oitr concern for the needy, bring out the drowning ones 
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One Cup! Two to drink! Love prohibits it, 

Can the calculating ones come close to love? 

Engrossed in their own being, union to them cannot come. 
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One Cup! Two to drink! Love allows not this 
Satiated in love’s grasp, they become one, 

By love’s blade, is duality to pieces cut. 
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One Cup! Two to drink! Love forbids this sharing. 
Poet! this habit of Qawal’s, refrain from learning. 
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Vanquishers of passions, turn poison to honey sweet, 
Sit beside them, give yourself a few cups treat. 
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Hide not your wine from those who drink, 

In abundance offer it to side walk seekers, 

Vintner, this way alone your wine becomes dear. 
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Hide not your stored wine from those who drink 
Offer its draught to travellers who seek it, 

One single drop will fetch lacs, offered to such ones. 
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The habitual drunkards are choked with poisonous wine, 
Oh Saqi! up and offer to friends the drink Divine, 

One drop satisfies them not, their glance is on the pot. 

^ $ ^t*y <*_ ^ 

»x> 3 t Ji yj^-^ 

J-tj J-3 , —Cj->- jl j-—* XtSjJ 

^L. } J-j- j. , XJ 

(*) 

i* J' . i: v i i_ // 
if i-< f O’/ • <=-b £- & <=- wXj' f 

Breeze blows from north, vintners open wine pots, 
Drunkards prepare their heads to taste this sort. 
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Vintner! sprinkle wine shop’s dew on drunkards, 
That all may it know and sing your praises, 

When at dawn drunkards’ foot in your yard is set. 
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Assembled in your yard, all wine they will drink 

Their thirst still unquenched, more they will ask you to bring 
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Mean vintner is indifferent to all, 

Delivering cup after cup, she brings about their fall. 
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Drunkards are dead you must not die. 

Distressed one! can you live without the generous lot? 
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If drunkards are dead, vintner you die too, 

For who will now bear your warning, whom would you accuse. 


J Mi* J** Jii y jl ^J* * x -"’ l>>* 

* y yS-y***^ jl *j* y* ^ 


ji^*! J vl 


K*l > 5 * J ^KlSj jl -Lfc* J* o 

•* P yjyy ^ >ip juf 


a@ 

58 ! 


m 


ijy sji \f A < \f ji pi j. { 

0^ ^ k-* /*J * ^ U 1 UC v-/y L. jJjJ 

^ f £-S « Jpl iLl/^ 

Not by wine but by vintner’s accusing finger they died 
Saqi’s words did pierce their hearts, 

Drunkards died of that smart. 
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Drunkards habitual arc with cup on eager lips, 

Blade over head, in stale of trance, 

Wine they drink cup after cup. 
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Vintner loved them not less, nor poison made them drowsy 
For a drink and sublime talk they assembled there 

Their graves near furnace you will see here. 
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A* your head’s cost vintner makes bargains, 

Knife, rapier or dagger pierce in your head, 

Turn not away from death, cup costs more than that. 
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Every cup new secrets holds, every pot new wine. 
Drunkards alone value vintner wise, 

To offer heads at his shop they come, 

Cheerfully in heads’ bargain they taste a sip. 
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Why learn not from wine distillers, oh! my heart? 
Weeping and distilling, their whole night is passed. 
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Friend enters my home, an occasion to repose. 

After long spell of separation, God brings h im close. 
Separation disappears, wind of union blows, 

He who was so far has come close. 

Gracious one, has himself now disclosed. 
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Shunning diversity \ sufis safely passed, 

Lovers of Lord forget not their task, 

Leaving diversity aside, sufis unity got. 
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Sufi is made one with all, 

Like breath in veins, what he achieves he discloses not 
To disclose is a sin, by this he abides. 
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If given grieved, not given pleased, 

So they sufi became, taking with selves not a reed. 
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Si//? is not limited by religious bounds, 

He discloses not the war he wages in his mind, 

Helps and assists those who with him fight. 
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When sufi purged his inner self, 

Only then, while alive, God’s vision he beheld. 
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You want to be called a sufil that behoves you not 
Tear that tall cap, consume it in fire’s wrath. 
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If you don cap, be sufi in spirit, 

Secure poison’s cup, drink it to the drain, 

This is place of those immersed in spiritual realm. 
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Let your body be Lord s secret tent, 

Let your tongue always utter His praise, 

In Holy Quran His hidden name seek out, 

Go not to other doors, this peerless pearl in Quran find. 
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Whole world with "I" flaunting twists and turns. 
Knowing not that all this magic show He unfurls. 
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Roomi believed whole world ttcaut/s origin seeks, 
Whence came human beings, see you not the magic feat? 
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Roomi believed whole world Beauty’s origin seeks, 
Those who know of it, not a word of if they speak. 
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Roomi said all seek Beauty’s source, 

From your heart, veil remove and vision bcautific behold. 
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In appearance evil ones, but lost in contemplation, 

Blade of true knowledge’s search, stuck in their veins, 
Within their hearts they repeat dear Lord’s name. 
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In their hearts sufferings’ lesson they repeat, 
Contemplation’s slate in hand, in silence they read 
that page alone they persue, wherein Lord is revealed 
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Those who seek not sentence that with Alif begin. 
Aimlessly pages turn, nothing without love they will learn. 
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Unfortunate one! docs knowing words make you learned? 
Come not nigh with confusion and conceit, 

This drink’s taste Azazccl to you will teach. 
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Azazeel alone is lover true, others make empty boast, 
Through love’s extreme, sans obedience, accursed he 
became in heavenly host. 
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When I persued the lesson "Am I not your God"? 

My souls original abode I came to know, 

Where daily souls true knowledge learn, 

Separation’s wound was healed, destiny’s page was turned. 
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The learned ones, page after page turn, 

Their hearts accept not what they learn, 

The more pages they turn, the more they sin. 

>>- ji jt* . ^, jcip. ^ 

■d ■ „<-»>*■ jj j 

^ ^ ^ J; ^ 

■d J^= ^ jf J* s 




i«WycAj 



Scanned by CamScanner 































I 


V* Oj) z^i ), If <L y J>/ 
i ^ oj, \/ \/ t u, i, t 

Pcrsuc letter Alif alone, forget rest of pages, 

Turn not more leaves, brighten your inner self. 
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The more leaves you aimlessly turn, the more prone to 
sin you become, 

If he himself abides not, of what use are guide’s admonitioi 
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As scribes joining Lam withal///' write, 

Su in our souls is Beloved Divine. 
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Your body is the mosque, your mind contemplation’s chamber 
Why day and night your Lord you remember not? 

Know yourself that you may see Him, in one and all. 
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No place is without Him, He is facing all, 

Of what use are those cowards who Lord’s oneness deny? 
Beloved is within me, ignorant have I been of this so far 
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Like Daud is his granduer, disciples helpless feel. 

Indifferent to all, his armour bearers behind his horse he leaves. 
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Daud’s glory he assumes, disciples senseless rcmian 
The knowing armour bearers tread beside his horse’s mane 
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Oh Kabecl! in your eyes arc sharp darts, 

To the crazed ones in their abode, you ravages cause. 
Such destruction you make with your eyes’ darts! 
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If he fits arrow in bow, you be the shield, 

Let your face be inflicted with wounds so deep 
Cast no doubt on gallows, be true in love to win 
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Make your chest a shield for Beloved’s darts, 

Bravely bear cuts and wounds on your face and chin, 
Retreat not, be true in love, that you may win. 
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Lord! Fix not arrow in the bow to aim at me 
Yours may strike you, you being within me. ' 
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Pretenders avert dart in various ways, 

The true ones with first aim life do lay. 
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I stand still where with arrow I am struck 

Another one m His mercy He may aim, if it be my luck. 

I* 1 .aL-il Lj , -Lif J ,U- I 

» o • O' ~i 

J »—*>-lj VC 1 ^ « jZ I J* 

^J? ^ A St fjljJuJ 




U* 













Scanned by CamScanner 



















O' •/ kx * yf uH a 1 *' c^l 
^ jH o? « y <—'/ j*> j>' i\y / 

<=- u^>: <=-j yfy . eA ^ 

In love s meadow, care not for your head, 

Be a martyr, if you desire to have sound health, 

Love is a serpent, bitten ones alone know this. 
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Love that destroys links of body, mind and soul, 
Consider it not a child’s sport, 


To be cut in two, place your head where arrow goes. 
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God’s lovers for a moment forget Him not, 

They long for Him till their breath does last. 
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God’s lovers are not like you, hale and hearty, 

At Beloved’s door daily they bitterly weep, 

- For in no other way can they acceptance reap. 
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Let him not claim to be a lover if his body has some blood, 
Love’s condition is plae face, beauty gone, longing’s flood, 
Wealth is not his concern, he bargains with his head. 
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As yet, from your face a straw brings forth blood 
How would you on your face bear beloved’s cuts’ 

So why make vain wishes of longing and love? 
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Longing and gallows mean one and ihe same, 

Sitting on the way side for this essential became, 

You must sacrifice your head, to accomplish this aim. 
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Either longing learn or sit beside such ones, 

Hide not behind those who have that knowledge none 
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Lover! Keep sitting in love’s lane. 

Do not ever leave doing the same, 

He will give ointment to heal your wounds. 

Oh Love? without you, we cannot do, how can you? 
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Lover! Keep sitting at love’s shop, 

Be humble before love with head bowed, 
That you may in honour with Him Live. 
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Lover, leave not Beloved’s street’s entrance, 

Feel not bored and give not up vintner’s pot, 

In exchange of your head, drink a few cups. 
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Beloved’s beauty talk, I forget not. 

On His threshold sacrifice your head and heart. 

All others run away, lovers alone face darts, 

Prepare your head first, then about love ask. 

This puzzle no one can solve, wise ones arc at a loss. 
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Folly it is, if you friend’s house frequent, ~ 

Foolish one! go not to his street in haste. 

Disclose not this secret to those unaware of it, 

Through suffering says Latif, joy you will get, 

Through secret talk share your mutual love. 
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Those who suffered pain got health, 

Suffering is sweet to those who never Lord forsake 
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If Love Himself offers you water, like a camel drink, 
For no uncalled person drank from this spring. 
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Unexpressed remains hidden, expressed none understands 

These golden words, men fail to comprehend. 
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Unexpressed remains hidden, expressed none understands, 
These golden words, they comprhcncd who seek spiritual gains 
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If love’s Ihread Beloved breaks, mend the broken 
If He in you defects lind, consider it your gain 
Go bow and humbly beg to restore this holy knot 
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Be humble and gentle, anger brings sorrow and confusion, 
True wisdom you will find, if you arc firm in this decision. 
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Be patient, patient ones win, anger brings suffering, 
Vile ones know not what gain patience brings. 
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Peace resides in patient ones’ abode, wranglers lose. 
Wrangling does no good even to those who so choose. 
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Retaliate not harsh talk, 

Initiator of such is at a loss, 

Envious ones no gain ever got. 
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Wrath gains naught, none profits by it, 

The bow too tightly strung, snaps the string. 
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Offend not those who offend you not, 

Ingore the cutting remarks at you passed. 

In humility and modesty live, nor from it ever budge 
Keep a lawyer within that you blush not before the Judge 
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Hidden is positive response in their indifference, 

Oh my heart! build your hut next to theirs in all reverence. 
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Sit not beside those who increase your sufTcrine 
Ignore the material gain, avoid such a gathering! 
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Sit close to those who lessen your pain 
Build your hut beside them, with them 
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Beloved’s separation kills 

me friends, 



At Hi 

s door, many like me, their 

■ knees bend. 


From 

far and near is heard His beauty’s 

praise, 

My Beloved’s Beauty is perfection itself. 
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Beloved is wholly good, He is goodness itself, 

Never does He confront and accusations make, 

I have many shortcomings, my friend is perfection itself. 
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Oh moon! you are the one that can sec my love, 

Convey my message that in tears I to you give, 

May I be with my love, may he from me never depart! 
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My beloved be with me always, never any journey undertake, 
In my soul are his gracious glances imprinted, 

By his speech modest and subdued, my soul is comforted. 
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Moonlit night, levelled land, take courage brother 
Came! before you proceed, eat cardamom and sandal 
wood in manger 

Keep on making sounds that envious one’s ire may rise 
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Oh full moon! with thousand adornments you rise, 

With all your arts never can you beloved’s beauty reach; 
Your whole life’s beauty in his moments’ appearance lies. 
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Several suns may rise, four score four moons may shine 
By God, without my love, in darkest night all I find. 
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Oh moon! how can I compare thee with my love’s graces? 
Thou art bright at night alone, my love is light always. 
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Oh moon! take it not ill if I tell thee true, 

At times you wax and at times you wan, 

Your full face cannot stand loved ones bright forehead 
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Before Beloved’s glances of grace and beauty, 

Suns’ rays dimmed, moon’s light wanned, 

Stars and Pleiades in obeisance declined, 

Precious stones their brightness lost at such beauty’s sight. 
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Oh morning Star! when at morn you are most bright, 
Then arc you akin to Beloved’s constant light. 
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Oft I raise my glances towards your side, 
for where you first rise, loved one there resides. 
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Beloved abides where that distant star lies, 

Honey sweet is he, bitterness beside him shies. 
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On loved one’s face are beauty spots and moles, 
Days and nights I spend, thinking of those. 
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Oh moon! casl your eyes on loved one as you rise, 

Relate this humble ones’ woes by God, 

"Eyes arc daily cast on your path." 
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Good moon! above my love’s yard rise, 

Bowing humbly, speaking softly, my message deliver likewise. 
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Rise oh moon! my distant love is close to you; 

Sleeping in open, hair perfumed with sandal wood. 
Walking I can’t reach, father permits me no camel, 

To ride at dawn, and reach where my love is found. 
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Lord! When will thou union in this life grant? 
Havoc that plays in lovers’ hearts, 

Whom to relate? Beloved lives so far. 
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For you I long my love, where could you be? 
Will ihou not come to my humble home? 

For some intimate talk between you and me? 
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Neither horse nor camel I own to take me to my love 
On fool I am unable to reach, 

At this helplessness I sit here and weep. 
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Oh camel! Lengthen your pace, idleness leave, 

Take me there where my love risides, 

Sandalwood will be meal, when others salt bush eat, 
Take me fast that this very night my love I may meet. 
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Oh young camel! be not slow, increase your speed 

Road leading to my love, is straight not curved 

Leave idleness, speed up, that we this very night there reach. 
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I tied my camel to flowering trees that on buds he may feed. 
But the vicious one sneaking, salt bush eats. 

Oh Mother! this camel’s ways make me weep. 
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Today camel my pleadings heed, 

"Hesitate not, over land and water lead, 

Take me fast that loved one’s gathering I may reach." 
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Your neck I adorn with red silk trappings. 

Joined with it is pearls’ string, 

Heaps of sandal wood to eat, if this night I reach. 
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Oh Camel! with reigns of solid gold, you I will adorn 

Buds of sandal wood, bended Henna’s branches for you to e 

If you this night speed and my love I reach. at ’ 
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Camel goes not with its herd nor docs it graze, 

Love’s arrow has brought to him this craze, 

Defying death, to his new love, to graze, he crawls. 
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4y camel keeps with its herd, musk branches it eats, 

A other! my camel’s ways I cannot infer, 

)ut wardly he is with the world, inwardly grazes there. 
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Today camel’s mood is not that of yesterday, 

He enters not the yard, nor does he graze, 

Per chance with his like, he has had his fill on poisonious shades. 
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$ With great relish he gorged those creepers, 

| The owners were well aware and displeased were keepers, 
i Camel lost his guts, not a sound was heard, 

’1 All his crazy pranks he thus forgot. 
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Twine strong ropes and with them your camel tie, 
Pleasant smelling creepers on ground let lie, 

Having tasted them, camel would love to remain in. 
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With many shackles I my camel bound, 

Breaking them and dragging them, salt bushes he found, 
Oh Lord! change my camel’s sick desires. 

Give him health that he may not such things aspire. 
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I coax him, "baneful bushes go not near," 

But he loves the creeper that so many has crazed, 
Many a tear has this evil one made me shed. 
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Rise, shackle your camel well, if let loose he win 
He sulkier grows before his meal, burden it the! r ° am ’ 
Fetter him so that as he eats, he growls. 
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Tied and fettered, now my camel is with strong ropes and chains, 
Mother, he now eats flowers that are fresh, 

Who would entice the one who with me is hardly content? 
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Who hath enchanted and enticed you my camel? 

Blinkers on your eyes, soles fatigued and sore, 

1 lave you forgot your herd that in oil press with you w-ent in whirls? 
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He eats not white flowers, with sandal wood he dabbles, 
All fragrant flowers he spurns, 

Salt bush he cherishes and is on it fattened. 
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Camel, you cat not sandal wood, fresh water you do not drink 
Fragrant branch you go not nigh, tasty meals you shun, 

Why of all that exists, sally bush you must cherish? 
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Where iwo tree - shoots cost millions, few leaves thousands, 
My camel daily grazes on that ground. 
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My invaluable camel, no price is high for him, 

Feed him in his manger on cardamoms; 

Saddle him, in speed he w ill take me to my love. 
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Lord! I will not quit, even if driven from your door, 
Your indifference I will your sight presume, 

Many doors I have knocked, in you alone I take refuge. 
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aspects as well. There is a universal message found in his poetry, 
which is of Love, Unity, Peace and Prosperity for the whole of 
mankind above and beyond the confines of colour, creed, caste, 
religious or geographical boundries. This is the reason of his 
popularity among the learned and illiterate alike. 

"Slmh Abdul Lai ifs Risalo" consists of thirty chapters 
called Surs, which are again subdivided into sections. Each chapter 
deals with different topic. Each of them is named according to Lhc 
musical mode in which it is sung. 

This volume of "Shah jo Risalo" consist of three chapters 
named Kalyan, Yemen Kalyan and Khumbhat. 

The first two Surs or chapters contain verses of praise of 
God, the one who manifests Himself in different forms. 

In the above mentioned chapters, references are given to a 
folk story called Mokhi and Malara. Mokhi is a beautiful wine 
seller and Malara are eight welknon brave young men. The 
"Malara" rejoice drinking poisonous wine served to them by 
Mokhi. 

In both these chapters traditional Sufi ideas are explained. 
The seeker undergoes various ways of suffering on the path to 
ach ie vc nearness to God. 

Sur Khumbhat deals with the journey of the camel 
towards the beloved. The camel symbolizes the lower soul which 
puts obstacles to the seeker on the path. In this Volume the 
translation of only three chapters are given.. The Shall Abdul Latif 
Chair intends to publish more Volumes, if God wills. 


I)r. Durreshahwar Sayed 
Director 

Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai Cha 
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world, where male characters arc always (lie heroes. For instance in 
Islamic world it is Kais or Majno or Farhad who crosses the 
mountains, fights with wild animals to please the girls lather to 
get her hand in return for his bravery. On the contrary in the poetry 
of Shah Latif women plays the important role. Our poet has used 
nine folk stories as themes for his Risalo, in seven of which 
women play a prominent role. 

A study of Shah Abdul Latifs work reveals a broader 
dimension. Fach person who understands his work is bound to lind 
some thing of his interest. The learned persons are lascinaied by his 
night of thought, choice of his subject and the language he has 
used. 

The illiterate common folk who cannot read or write enjoy 
heaiing his poetry sung by local singers. They are lascinaied by his 
selection of characters taken from amongst them. By listening to 
his songs they feel that the poet is expressing their own leclings ol 
love, sorrows and suffering. 

Like Fariduddin Attar Shah Abdul Latif represents in his 
poetry the Sufi concept of search of the soul for divine union. 
Allegorically he has used heroines from local folk stories in his 
poetry to bring the complicated and abstract ideas of Sufism into 
more substantial form, for easier comprehension by ordinary 
people. The heroines represent the salik or seeker, whose soul is 
always restless, yearning and suffering in separation of the beloved. 
The beloved represents God, the eternal origin and home of the 
soul The soul is always striving to attain union with its source. A 
keen researcher of Shah Abdul Latifs work is bound to observe 
seven Sufi maqams or stages in his poeuy viz: 

1. Ishq or Love 

2. Talab or Quest 

3. Istighna or Detachment or Independence 

4. Haira or Astonishment or Bewilderment 

5. Ma'rifa or Knowledge or Understanding or Gnosis 

6. Tauhid or Unity 

7. Fanna or annihilation 

Tasawwuf or Sufism is considered to be the basic thought 
dial under lies his poetry. But apart from this his poetry has other 
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The greatness of a poet can be observed form his poetical 
work which is the out come of his deep thinking and keen 
observation ot the Universe and die experiences gained from his 
daily life. 

Shah Abdul Lalif can be called a great poet due to his 
extra ordinary talents and creative mind, because he was able to 
make die people Uiink and leel from a different point of view. 

Shah Abdul Lalif had remarkable knowledge of his mother 
tongue Sindlii. His poetry reveal an extensive power of expression, 
eloquence and mastery over its techniques. lie enriched Sindlii 
anguage by introducing several synonymous words for a single 

object. For example lie has used eighteen different names of a 
camel. 

lie has used new allegories, metaphors, similics and 
proverbs. Most ol them originate from rural environment of his 
native la,id. l or example, instead of using the names of flowers 
trees and birds ot toreign land he used names of wild llowers, local 
bushes, shrubs and wild berries of Sindh. 

Unlike Jalaluddin Rumi, and Goethe who invented plots 
or Stones and narrated them, Shall Lalif used folk stories from 

‘ dh!drcady l;, "" lmr amon S hie common Talk of Sindh and wrote 
veics re ering to (hem assuming dial the readers must be knowing 
the whole stories. snowing 

Social Reformer 

In present day terminology Shah T mir . 
social reformer, who tried to brim* abom riv be Callcd a 

Sindlii people. In 17Ui century the Sindlii 1,10 livcs of 

a rigid class system. Although **** into 

class Sayyid family, he 

labourers and artisans just like them. The characters i,^ 0 " 8 ' hC 
are mainly taken from ordinary workitm chst n, ,^" 7 
fisherman, goldsmith, blacksmith, shephereds, potters e’ l ' C ' 
weavers and the like. Unlike the poets of hisreriivV " puwc is, 

their characters form upper class and wrote in praise at m n C f°“ 
ruling class to gain their favour. kings or 

The special feature of Shah Latifs Poetry is his choice nr 
ordinary girls performing heroic deeds, unlike the poets of Island 
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Dr. Ghulain Nabi SacJhayo submitted his Ph.d thesis at 
Sindh University, under the title "Shall je Shairi-c-mcn Alainat 
Nigari" (in Sindhi) published in 1992. 

Dr. Musan Dano Soomro got the doctorate degree from 
Sindh University, under the title "Shall jc Kalam je Roshni men 
Sindhi Aural jo Mutalio (Sindhi) in the year 1992. 

Dr. Falunida Hussain submitted her Ph.D. thesis at the 
University of Karachi in 1993, under llie title "Shall Latil jc Sliairi 
men Aural jo Roop" (Sindhi) published in 1993. 

Professor Dr. A. M. Schimmel has done a great service to 
Sindh by introducing Shall Lalif to Western Scholars through her 
works "Mystical Dimension of Islam" was published in die year 
1978. and "Pain and Grace" was published in 1976. Apart Irom 
these she has translated a portion of Shah's poetry in German 
language and wrote several papers and delivered speeches on his 
poetry as well. 

The following scholars have translated "Shah jo Risalo" 
either pail of it or the whole work in English namely. 

1. Mr. Elsa Kazi's translation was published in 1965. 

2. Mr. Muhammad Yakub Agha's translation in three 
volumes published in 1985. 

3. Mr. Abdul Gafoor Alasti's translation published in 

1986. 

4. Mrs. Amccna Khamecsani's translation published in 

1992. 

Some Urdu translations of Shah jo Risalo worth 
mentioning arc by:- 

1. Mr. Shaikh Ayaz 

2. Mr. Agha Saleem 

3. Dr. Ayaz Qadri 

4. Mr. M. A. Almani 

A part from these, some scholars have translated few 
chapters in Urdu and other regional languages. 

Mr Niaz Humayuni has translated three chapter of Shah 
io Risalo in Persian which we have incorporated in this book. He 
intends to translate the whole of Risalo in Persian. 
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prominent names who have written on our poet are: Mr. Bhero mal 
Malier Chand Advani, Mr. Jailhmal Parsram, Mr. Maulana Din | 
Muhammad Wafai, Dr. Umer bin Muhammd Daudpota, Sayed | 
Ghulam Murtaza Shah (G. M. Sayed), Devan Lilaram Watan Mal | 
(English), Mr. Muhamad Ibrahim Joyo, Sayed Kamtar Naqvi, Dr. 
Tanveer Abbasi, Mr. Haro Sadarangani, Mr. Manohar Bakhtirai 
Molwani, Dr. Murli Dhar Jelly, Professor Dr. Abdul Jabar Junejo 
and Saleem Bhutto who is one of the representative of new 
generation and many others have written in other regional 
languages of Pakistan. 

From die time Ernest Trumpp published Shah jo Risalo 
in 1866 scholars not only from liylo Pak Sub-continent but also 
from die West started taking interest in Shah Umifs work. 

H. T. Sorley was the first Western scholars who did a 
comprehensive study in English on Shah Abdul Lalif for which he 
got his doctorate degree from London. This work was published in 
1940 in London under the title "Shall Abdul Lalif of Bhit." 

Dr. Moti Lai Jotivani, did research form Delhi University 
named "Shah Abdul Latif, and his life and work" - (English) in 
1973, published in 1975, Delhi. 

Dr. Sanatdas Jhagiyani's Ph.D. thesis was on "Shah 
Abdul Latif and his Time" - (English) it was presented at Delhi 
University in the year 1976. 

Dr. Kuinari Rukmani, did research on the topic "Malik 
Muhammad Jaisi and Shah Abdul Latif Ke Shair jnen prem ki 
Bhawana" (in Hindi) got M.Phil degree from Delhi University in 
1978.. 

Dr. Mod Parkash Submitted his Ph.D. thesis at Bombay 
University in 1980, under the title "Sindhi Shairi men Aural io 
Chit (Sindhi). 

Dr. Durreshahwar Sayed did her doctorate from the 
University of Edinburgh (UK) in (English) in the year 1984, Tide 
of her thesis was "The Poetry of Shah Latif: Its Indian and Persian 
Aspect" it was published by Sindhi Adabi Board, Jamshoro in 1988 

Mr. Manohar B. Mallani submitted his M.Phil thesis at 
the University of Bombay in the year 1989 under the title "Shah ja 
Sinnore (Heroes) in (Sindhi), published in the year 1989. 
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Sindhi scholars published in Sindh or Bombay, namely 

2. Qazi Ibrahim - Shall jo Risalo - Bombay - 1867. 

3. lara Chand Shoqiram - Shall jo Risalo - Bombay - 
1900. 

4. Mirza Qalecli Beg - Shall jo Risalo - Sukkur, Sindh, 
1913. 

5. Dr. Gurbukhshani II. M. - Shall jo Risalo Vol. I, II, 
III - Karachi - 1923-31. 

6. Bakhtiyarpnri M. Ibrahim - Shall jo Risalo - Karachi, 
Sindh, 1931. 

7. Shahwani Ghulam Muhammad - Shall jo Risalo - 
Hyderabad, Sindh, 1950. 

8. Memon Muhammad Sadiq - Shall jo Risalo - 

I lyderabad, Sindh, 1951. 

9. Daiplai Muhammad Usman - Shall jo Risalo - 
Hyderabad, Sindh, 1951. 

10. Qasimi Ghulam Mustafa - Shah jo Risalo - Vol. I & 

II - Karachi, 1951. 

11. Kalyan Advani - Shall jo Risalo - Bombay, 1958. 

12. Kalyan Advani - Shall jo Risalo - Bombay, 1961. 

13. Qazi Imdad Ali Allama - Shall jo Risalo - Hyderabad 
Sindh, 1961. 

14. Balocli, Dr. Nabi Bukhsh Khan - Shall jo Risalo - 
Hyderabad Sindh, 1969. 

15. Balocli, Dr. Nabi Bukhsh Khan - Shall jo Risalo - 
Bhit Shall, Sindh, 1979. 

16. Baloch, Dr. Nabi Bukhsh - Shall jo Risalo - Vol. I & 
II, III 1989-94. 

One of the main reasons for the existence of so many 
editions' of the Risalo was that different manuscripts were found in 
the possession of different people. Each differed from the oilier in 
certain respects. By judging die language and style, each scholar 
edited the Risalo in his own way. 

Apart from these editions, several welknown scholars 
from Sindh or India have written valuable books on the life and 
poetry of Shah Abdul Latif mostly in Sindhi. Some of the 
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Shall Abdul Karim and Masnavi of Maulana Rumi. His poelry 
reflects clear references to the above mentioned works. 

After his travels Shall Latif relumed home and was offered 
in marriage the same girl Saeeda Begum whose parents had 
formerly rejected him. The poet chose a sand hill (Bhil) near 
present Hala town far from habitation to settle there. He built a 
village called Bhil Shah and settled there with his family and 
friends. 

It is noteworthily to mention that Shah Abdul Latif was 
very fond of music, he personally used to sing on Yaktaro (Musical 
instrument) accompanied by his followers. 

Most of his lime was spent either in meditation (Zuhd) or 
in music and sama. His songs of love and peace for everyone 
irrespective of caste, colour or creed made him unchallenged 
Spiritual guide of Muslims and Hindus alike. 

The popularity of Shah Abdul Latif as a Sufi and a poet 
attracted numerous* devotees, Hindus and Muslims alike, to the 
isolated Bhil who also settled there. Several masters of music and 
singers from different parts of India, including the well known 
singers of Delhi, Chanchal and Attal, requcntly visited him. 

It was Shall Abdul Latifs great wish to visit Karbala in 
Iraq, it is said that he set out on travel as an old man to go there. 
On the way some of his disciples reminded him of his advice to 
them, "to live and die in Bhil Shah." The poet was so moved by it 
that he gave up the idea of travel and went back to Bhit Shah It 
was after this incident that he composed Sur Kediiro (a chapter in 
memory of the tragedy of Karbala). 


Shah Abdul Liitif and his work 

Shah jo Risalo is his main work, there are more than 
forty manuscripts of the "Risalo" either in public or private 
libraries.The most authentic manuscript is said to be "Ganj" which 
is in Bhit Shah. Apart from it there are sixteen editions of the 
Risalo edited by wclknown scholars. The first time Shah jo Rhalo 
was published in Sindhi in 1866 at Leipzig by a German 
missionary Ernest Trumpp. Although he did not publish the 
complete work, but he is highly respected by Sindhi people for his 
contribution and service to Sindh. Other publications are by local 
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lather ol our poet, he was also a religious person and a poet in his 
own right. 


Childli ood 

About the childhood of Shall Abdul Latif, very little is 
known. Although he did not receive any regular academic training, 
but Akliund Nur Muhammad Bhatli is mentioned to be his tutor by 
wclknown scholars. Moreover his main poetic work called "Shah 
jo Risalo" or "Dewan" is the proof that he had good knowledge of 
Arabic, Persian and Sindhi. Some Sanskrit and Urdu words and 
phrases have been used by the poet. 

With regards to his youth, it appears that at the age of 
twenty Shah Abdul Latif fell in love with a beautiful girl. She 
happened to be the daughter of Mirza Mughal Beg, an influencial 
person belonging to an aristocratic family of Arghuns who traced 
their ancestry back to Chengiz Khan. 

Although, Mughal Beg was the deciple of Shall Habib 
the father of Shall Abdul Latif, but he not only refused to give the 
hand of his daughter to the poet but made his life difficult. As a 
result Sayyids left their village and settled else where near Kotri. 
Shall Abdul Latif expressed his thoughts and feelings of agony and 
suffering in the form of his poetry. Shall Abdul Latif realised that 
the man made laws of the society were so strong and rigid that he 
could neither alter them nor break them. As a frustrated lover he 
abandoned everything and left his home. On the way near 
Hyderabad he came across Yogis and Sanyasis who used to meet 
near Ganjo Takkar. at the temple of the goddess Kali. 

Shall Latif joined the company of Yogis, and spent three 
years in their company and visited several places of pilgrimage 
sacred to Hindus. After three years of travel with the yogis, he 
departed from them for unknown reasons. Later he traveled alone 
through out Sindh and neighbouring Slates. Shall Abdul Latif also 
visited many living Sufis and Saints with whom he also exchanged 
his views. Apart from them, he visited tombs of Saints and poets 
whose thoughts inspired him greatly and he gained spiritual 
enrichment from their works. 

It has been quoted by wellknown scholars that Shah Latif 
always carried three books with him i.e. the Holy Quran, Poetry of 
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Shah Abdul Latif was bom in 1690 A.D. in a village of 
Mala Hawaili in the Hyderabad district Sindh. Soon after Shall 
Latifs birth his father left this village for unknown reasons and 
settled in another village called Kotri (now in ruins) Later in life 
Shall Abdul Latif built the small village at Bhit (sand hill) a 
secluded place where he settled along with his family and followers 
(baqirs), which is called Bhit Shall. Where he is burned, in a 
beautiful mausoleum in district Hyderabad Sindh. It was built by 
Ghulam Shah Kalhoro in 1765, who was then the ruler of Sindh. 






His Family 

His family traced their origin to the prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) His ancestors lived in Herat, and in 1398 AD. 
when Timur conquered Herat, he employed Sayyid Mir Ali, one of 
die ancestors of Shall Abdul Latif as well as his six sons in his 
service. Sayyid Haider Shall die last son of Sayyid Mir Ali visited 
different parts of India and came to the village Ilala in Sindh He 
stayed with his host Shall Muhammad, die latter was so impressed 
by the personality of Sayyid Hydcr Shah, dial he offered him the 
hand of his daughter in marriage. Thus he settled in Sindh widi his 
family, idler nearly four years he received news of his fadiers death 
Therefore he left for Herat, and soon alter he died there. His wife 
gave birth to it boy whom she named after his grandfather Sayyid 
Mir Ali, the boy permanently settled in Sindh. His descendants 
became known as the Sayyids of Muta' alvi or Matyari 

These Sayyids traced their ancestry to Imam Musa 
Kazim's son Jal'ar Sani al-IIujwiri. Shah Abdul Latif belonged to 
diis family which has produced a number of learned and relloious 
persons, and who were greatly respected in Sindh. 

Shall Abdul Latifs great grandfather Shall Abdul Karim of 
Bulri (1537-1620 AD.) was a great Sufi poet. Habib Shah was the 
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As for Sindhi text, we have used an abridged 
version of "Shah jo Risalo" edited by Mr. Kalyan 
Advani. 

Shah Latif Chair is grateful to all the scholars 
whose translations and original text have been chosen tor 
this book. 

In this "Risalo" I am pleased to introduce a 
young artist Mr. Sikandar Ali, who has portrayed some 
of the word pictures of Shah Abdul Latif. This is his first 
attempt to present some illustrations depicting the verses 
of Shah Latif. An appreciation is expected from mature 
scholars and artists to encourage a young talent to enable 
him to reach excellence in art. 

I acknowledge my debt to all the members of 
Academic Advisory Council for devoting their precious 
lime and giving their valuable advises for the betterment 
of Shah Abdul Latif Chair. 

Academic Advisory Council viz. 

Mr. Ali Ahmad Brohi 
Professor Abdul Hameed Sindhi 
Dr. Ayaz Hussain Qadri 
Professor Dr. Kazi Kadir 
Professor Dr. Nabi Bakhsh Qazi 
Dr. Manzoor Ahmad 
Dr. Tan veer Abasi 
Mr. Vali Ram Valbh 

I am grateful to Dr. Roshan Ara Be‘mm 
Chairperson ol Persian Department and Sayid Khidir 
Naushahi of Hamdard University for goin« throuoh ns- 
text of Shah Jo Risalo. * * b 

Last but not least thanks are due to our Computer 
Programmer Mr. Habibullah Jakhro for composing 
Sindhi text and I also thank Mr. Abdul Ahad Juncto^ 
Miss Mahmooda, Mr. Kirshan lal for their proof reading 
and Mr. Iqbal Ahmad for composing Urdu, Persian and 
English translations, Mr. Saad of BCC&T Press for 
being very cooperative with the Chair. 

Dr. Durreshahwar Sayed 
Director 

Shall Abdul Latif Bhitai Chair 
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Preface 

The idea of publishing the poetical work of Shah 
Abdul Latif in a number of languages was conceived in 
early 1992, soon after I resumed the duties of a director 
ol Shah Abdul Latif Bhilai Chair. Being a scholar and an 
admirer ol Shah Latif my father Mr. G. M. Sayed 
suggested that the Chair should publish the "Shah jo 
Risalo" (i.e, poetry of Shah Latif) in a number of 
languages, with illustrations. He (my father) showed me 
Diwan ol Hatiz Shirazi and Hakim Omar Khyam with 
beautitul illustrations and translations into thirty 
language. 

Although this was a brilliant idea, but very 
expensive one at the same lime. I discussed this project 
with our members ol the Academic Advisory Council 
and other concerned personals to find out ways and 
means to achieve this end. Thus years passed by without 
much success. 

This year, I happened to come across a portion of 
Shah Latifs poetry translated in Persian by a welknown 
poet and a writer in his own right Mr. Niaz Humayuni. I 
requested him to permit Shah Latif Chair to publish it. 
He very kindly not only allowed the Chair to do so, but 
did not take any honorarium for it. 

This item was once again brought before the 
Advisory Council to permit the Chair to publish first 
three chapters of Shah Latifs poetry in four languages 
with some illustrations. Our members very kindly agreed 
to it, and the resolution was passed to publish volume I 
of the selected text and translations. 

I feel indebted to Professor Ameena Khameesani 
a scholar and a professor, who taught English at the 
Sindh University for more than twenty five years. She 
translated an abridged work of Shah Latif which was 
published by Bhitshah Cultural Centre in 1992. We have 
selected her English translation for the above mentioned 
book. For Urdu translation, we sought the permission 
of Mr. Agha Saleem a welknown Scholar and a poet to 
use his translation. 
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Dedicated 


The Scholars on Shah Latif who are seeking after 
truth; in the words of Latif 
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"May I seek, and seek again, but may not find the 

beloved ! 

For the urge within my soul, might extinguish with 

the meeting." 
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